April 8, 2021 ~ 26 Nisan 5781
Changes in Shul Policies Regarding COVID
By our chaver Rav Dr. Aaron Glatt, MD

Shalom Aleichem.

Maﬁﬁ Rabbon]ﬁ%taﬂ‘}{la shul 1 aders have been asking me i shul policies should be "loosened" and allow for less distancing and / or

ng now t ore an more people are vacc ate

Several medical points need to be emphasized:
. BH serious complications, including hospital admissions and death have been dramatically reduced in fully vaccinated people
. Risk of transmission in such fully vaccinated individuals if they get infected is very low but not zero

. 'I;he CDC states we are seeing more hospitalizations than previously in younger patients (30s and 40s) due to some of the variant
strains

yo one can, accurate};y ]Predlct how effective the current vaccines will be against some of the newer novel variant strains and what
ture strains may o
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mean er alt 1n ectlon remains uncertain area o 1cme te, t st oes not recommen
ntl 0 1€s 1n on ma KIng
7. The ]ﬁc healtlh tector xyilll natyrally be m f0 ﬁ cau aous than any individual physician, even as an "expert" may be
com ortab ing poli cg changes / loosening some of the guidance
8. Even where Vldence exist "lo rior restrictive uldel nes in_the setfin f] ccination, there are significant, logistical
sues 1mn Ver‘% liu,% .vaccine 7 prl &?ﬁ%lﬁ ]ig tus, as lﬁmagc at1 1V1dsua S \gl‘?l't: gfhm toms refrain fror% atte Ig[inggsz fan
urim, an go ing guests and visitors atten ing suc cmated” minyanim and sema

9. Whlle fully ted 3&’&?1‘51%3 u;rtl,(ildomestliz travel and t need t t tested befare. or,

L or self- %uarantlne af-
ter travel, Ythe CDE as o ill currently recommen Rat even Jully ly vaccinated indwi ua s should conti

e to:
e Take precautions in public like wearing a well-fitted mask and physical distancing

. Wear m sks aint ﬁhysmal distance, and practice other prevention measures when visiting with unvaccinated people
om mu tlpIe Dusahol

° AVOld medium- and large-sized in-person gatherings

']ilher ({ore fter my dis; ussipns w HaRaV Schachter, shlita fnd HaRaV Willig, shlita, s(ti]%{aratel%f who ¢ each st ed that we
ould not e,mor met an t ore m hmlr én EOt able to r commeén ra 1C.Cc es a time in the
recommen athﬁIS that we ave prov bot reitérated this takes into account consi eratlons gar 1 oth our
neshamos as well as our gu

However, individual smaller cha in the wa Vlces are conducted ve sin dlen t all 0s ha ba / el Lla sicha,
'jf Bl R %o ﬁ.? §én]§n uga Whether tndoor
oc

mg 01‘ ot uSl rti vaccina aV us rtition a a1
1) oor Tu égﬁouﬁi‘) f)le %?1 ent et ? F? upon nd1v1 al sl‘{ul ra l%omm upon thelr comfort
eve s vaccination status o elr atten ees, an oca medical expert advice.

5am in favor of,"loosemn som t&l gorlor restrictions where they do not directly conflict with the CDC positions and where
ata suggests 1t is reasond ly safe to

May HKBH continue to provide us with the refuah to this terrible machalah.

Kol Tuv,
Aaron Glatt



