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PUBLIC STATEMENT

We the undersigned would like to express our opinion to anash wherever they reside:

According to the ruling of the Alter Rebbe, in this day and age, there is no concept of a
public domain as defined by Biblical Law for several reasons (see footnote for explanation?).
We would like to emphasize that, based on the words of our Rebbeim throughout the years,
including the Rebbe, the nasi of our generation, it is a mitzvah for us to establish eruvin in
cities where it is possible to do so Pchatchila (initial preference) - based on the rulings of the
Shulchan Aruch, those of the Alter Rebbe, and those of the Tzemach Tzedek - in order to prevent
people from transgressing and in order to allow carrying in the streets, provided that Rabbonim
and Dayanim who are experts in the laws of eruvin will be responsible for the establishment and
supervision of these eruvin, and they will continually be inspected by overseers.

In many instances, our Rebbe revealed his opinion to Rabbanim and communal activists in Eretz
Yisrael and in the Diaspora that it is a mitzvah to establish eruvin in cities, stating, “It is a great
and wondrous merit” for all those who participate and help in this mitzvah because through
eruvin, thousands and tens of thousands of Jews are saved from violating the laws of Shabbos,
whether unwittingly or knowingly. In this manner, the observance of the holy Shabbos is
strengthened in all places where our fellow Jews reside.

True, the Rebbe hesitated regarding the establishment of an eruv publicly in certain
communities. Nevertheless, in those communities and at that time, the local government did not
grant permission to establish an eruv. The only possibility was to rely on the existing enclosing
structures, and the Dayanim and the supervisors would not have the authority to correct any
disqualifying factor in these eruvin.?

! According to the Alter Rebbe, the definition of a public domain as defined by Biblical Law is a place where 600,000
people pass through every day (the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, sec. 345:11, as explained by the Rebbe in his Igros
Kodesh, Vol. 9, p. 41). Even the Tzemach Tzedek, who writes “Every G-d-fearing person should act with stringency
regarding his own conduct,” agrees that the above ruling constitutes the halachah according to the letter of the law.

In the present era, there are two other reasons why there is no concern regarding a public domain as defined by
Biblical Law even according to the stringent view:
a) In today’s cities, the streets do not run in a straight line from one entrance to the city to the other. See the Alter Reb-
be’s Shulchan Aruch, sec. 345:11, which states that this is a requirement for an area to be considered a public domain
according to Biblical Law. As stated by the Tzemach Tzedek in his Chiddushim al HaShas, pp. 33b-34a, this stipulation
applies even when the city is not surrounded by a wall.
b) The buildings in contemporary large cities constitute walls that surround the city on all four sides. See the lengthy
explanation in the Kovetz Haaros U’Biurim of Ohelei Torah, issue 1154, pp. 70-78, issue 1157, pp. 178-190, and the Kovetz
Or Yisrael, issue 78, p. 220ff. See also Kuntreis LaTzaddik Kodesh.
2There were also other halachic difficulties in establishing eruvin in those places, as stated in the Rebbe’s Igros
Kodesh, Vol. 16, p. 307ff. See the extensive explanation in Kovetz Haaros U’Biurim, issue 1199, p. 126.
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Alternatively, at times, it was not possible to appoint an overseer who would continually check

the eruv so that it could not be fixed immediately if it were to become invalid. These were the

reasons for the Rebbe’s hesitation in those instances as explained in his own words.? It is as clear
as day, based on the Rebbe’s words in other sources, that his words of hesitation regarding these
instances should not be taken as universal guidelines in other places as is evident from the fact
that regarding other places, the Rebbe wrote explicitly, “It is a great mitzvah to establish eruvin in
cities.”

It is understood from the above that when there are Rabbanim, who are experts in the laws of
eruvin and who have field experience in the application of these laws, who suggest establishing
an eruv according to law and there is the possibility that expert Dayanim will take responsibility
for establishing the eruv and supervisors who are charged with immediately correcting any

flaw that might arise in the enclosing structures - this would remedy the concerns the Rebbe
expressed in his letter - it is obvious that, according to the Rebbe’s guidelines, there is no reason
to refrain from establishing an eruv. Furthermore, to refer to the ruling of Tashbatz* quoted by
the Rebbe in his letters:® “A Torah scholar’s mode of conduct is to establish [eruvin]. Anyone
who has misgivings in his heart about this demonstrates utter illiteracy - or he has become
influenced by heresy. It is a great merit to establish [eruvin].” On the contrary, the merit of
the general populace is dependent on everyone who assists in this mitzvah — whether through his
efforts or through his finances. By doing so, he brings closer the true and ultimate redemption.

3 This is the intent of the Rebbe’s words to the Chassidim of Melbourne, “It is impossible that there will not be one
Shabbos on which the eruv will become invalid.”

* The Responsa of Tashbetz, Vol. 2, responsum 37.

5The Rebbe’s Igros Kodesh, Vol. 9, pp. 43, 165.
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A LETTER FROM HARAV GAVRIEL TZINNER

To the Esteemed Rabbanim and Gaonim,

I would like to join your laudable initiative to arouse the community regarding the es-
tablishment of eruvin in large cities.

I have written much concerning the subject. It is a straightforward matter, as our
teacher, the Chasam Sofer (Orach Chayim, responsum 99) writes:

There is no need to offer explanations or proofs regarding this matter. It is something
mandated by reason and explained explicitly in the words of our Sages.... Therefore,
simple logic dictates that is fitting and obligatory to modify courtyards and lanes with
an eruv that allows people to carry.

This was the practice of the great Torah leaders of the Jewish people throughout the
generations. Since in the present era there is no public domain as defined by Biblical
Law, it is a mitzvah incumbent upon us to establish eruvin in cities where it is possible
to establish them in a proper manner, as mandated by Torah Law, and under the su-
pervision of Rabbanim who are distinguished Torah scholars who will appoint expert
and God-fearing supervisors to be vigilant and continually inspect them in an orderly
manner.

I was privileged over the course of many years to receive the holy blessing and en-
couragement of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, zy”a, regarding the establishment of eruvin
in both small and large cities. The Rebbe himself participated in the establishment
of eruvin by donating money for that purpose. He emphasized that his gifts were
conditioned on the stipulation that the eruvin would be under the supervision of
distinguished Torah scholars.

Therefore, I grant my blessing to all those involved in this holy endeavor. May HaShem,
our G-d, be with you and grant you success in your efforts and make everything you
seek to achieve flourish. The merit of the observance of the Shabbos and the delight in
Shabbos will stand you and your descendants in good stead, assisting you in all forms of
goodness until the coming of the time that we will merit “the day that is Shabbos in its
entirety,” with the coming of Melech HaMashiach. Amen; so may it be His will.

Writing and sealing this letter on behalf of this great mitzvah,

S

Gavriel Tzinner
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A LETTER FROM HARAV YECHIEL MENACHEM KALMANSON

I saw the conclusion reached by the Rabbis - namely that an eruv may be established
in a place where there are expert Rabbis, who are knowledgeable in Hilchos Eruvin
and supervisors who regularly inspect the eruv making certain that there would be no
possibility that the eruv would be disqualified and remain in that state before Shabbos.
It is clear as day that in such an instance, the Rebbe’s opinion is that it is a mitzvah to
establish an eruv; this is all evident from the Rebbe’s words. One who differs with this
statement is differing with the Divine Presence. May [all] love peace and truth.

I signed the above as an adjunct to those who issued the above ruling




A LANDMARK RULING REGARDING CITY ERUVIN FROM CHABAD RABBANIM

Our Rabbanim are in agreement that, based on the words of our Rebbeim throughout the years -
including the Rebbe, the nasi of our generation - there is no concept of a public domain in this day and
age, and, hence, it is incumbent upon us and it is a mitzvah to establish city eruivn.
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